The Physician Assistant
Profession

¢ ADVANTAGES of not
having a Bachelor’s
degree

- Increases the

numBer of applicants:

- Shortens; route to;
being a licensed
medicalfpractitiener:
- lLess educational
reguirements; = less
COSt:

¢ DISADVANTAGES of

not having a
Bachelor’s degree

- Not having| a Liberal
Arts education.

- Inability’ to spend
part of college abroad:
~ [Less exposure to
cultupall diversities;and
life: experiences.

Should PA programs become Master’s
programs? How many programs are now:
granting Master degrees in the U.S.?

¢ In the U.S., there are 102 PA
programs that grant a Master’s

degree.

» OUr group) feelsiit Isi net necessany, to
pursue an advanced degree.

Should a Bachelor’s degree be required
for entrance to all PA programs?
How many programs reguire a
Bachelor's degree?

¢ There are 102 PA
pregrams that reguire a
Bachelor’'s degree in the
United States) (AARPA)

¢ Recent Trends
- More applicants have Bachelor’s
degrees.
- There IS an Increase N the number
Viaster's pregrams;in: the United
P Staes,

What are the advantages for a
Physician Assistant with an advanced
degree?

L o APAwould be able topursuea
non-clinicall aspect ofi Physician
Assistanit prefession.

» Having a Master's degree could
Increase thercredibility, of the
profiession.




What are the advantages and
disadvantages of movement towards higher
degrees for the profession?

+» Advantages + Disadvantages

- Increased knowledge - Negative impact on
and skills. entry level education.

| cesse the e o
Cl'edlbl|!ty ofi the PA the primary care
professyon and . mission ofi the
expansion of practice; profession
IN| SOMeE states. - May have an impact

- Vay/ provider greater: on| the delivery of
CalfEEI OPPROLURILIESE care:




